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DEAR ADVENTURER   

Embark on the adventure that is the

 ENVIRONMENTAL SCAVENGER HUNT. 

Here you will find activities that you can

 do and invite others to do with you in your 

home, school and neighborhood. Enjoy the 

journey, have fun, and be creative with the 

environmental topics that you are going to 

encounter. Learn, help, educate and take action!
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 Urban trees also help cool the temperature in the city, 

especially in summer months. This can bring down the 

energy	consumption	during	summer.	Trees	and	plants	

provide habitat for insects and birds. But to have a very 

significant	impact	from	trees	in	the	city	environment,	you	

have to have a lot of trees. Therefore, it is important that 

your city not only have these trees along the sidewalks, 

but also trees in forest and parks. 

Cigarette Butts
Seeing	cigarette	butts	on	the	ground	in	your	community	may	
mean that there’s a lot of people who smoke. Of course, you 
know	that	cigarette	smoke	is	known	to	cause	cancer	in	the	
people who smoke, but did you know that it has also been 
associated	with	many	negative	health	effects	in	children	who	
may	be	exposed	to	it	from	people	who	smoke.	For	example,	
it can trigger symptoms of asthma. Also, guess where ciga-
rette	butts	end	up	after	they	lay	on	the	ground	for	a	while?	
They	are	carried	in	drain	water	and	ultimately	end	up	either	
in the sewer system, or oceans and beaches. 
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“Urban trees have more impact on air qual i ty by s tor ing carbon 

and removing air po llut ion than they do producing oxygen.”

 (Nowak, Crane & Hoeh, 2007)

GREEN SPACES 



LIGHTBULB TECHNOLOGY

Why	are	lightbulbs	related	to	CO2	emissions?	If	you	are	asking	yourself	that	ques-

tion,	the	answer	is	through	the	use	of	electricity	and	fossil	fuel	combustion.	The	

energy used in households comes from burning fossil fuels. When fossil fuels are 

burned,	they	released	a	gas	named	carbon	dioxide,	which	affects	the	global	tem-

perature balance, human health, and environment. Electricity use is measured in 

watts.	Newer	energy-efficient	lightbulbs	provide	the	same	amount	of	light	and	last	

longer while consuming less electricity. If you cannot switch all the bulbs to LED 

technology,	change	them	in	the	areas	where	you	spend	more	time	at	home.	Also,		

remember	to	always	turn	off	the	lights	before	you	leave	your	home!
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Talk ACT SHARE

ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO STOP OR REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IS 

TO BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY IN YOUR SURROUNDINGS THOSE THINGS AND 

BEHAVIORS THAT ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THE PROBLEM. WE BELIEVE 

THAT LITTLE ACTIONS CAN RESULT IN BIG SOLUTIONS.

GET INVOLVED

Talk with your family, friends, 
neighbors, and teachers about 
what you learned about envi-
ronmental concerns and talk 

about ideas that can help your 
home, school, or neighborhood.

Challenge yourself to 
make	activities	that	help	
the environment. You can 

plant a tree,  do a recycling 
campaign at your school 

or neighborhood, or make 
compost at your home.

Share with others what are 
you doing and ask them to 

join! 
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WRITE YOUR NOTES
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